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Cowboy Camp by Tammi Sauer 
 
Although the specific setting is not stated in the story, I think it might be in the western 
United States (or maybe Australia) where cowboys are found working on their ranches. 
This is a cute story about a boy who goes to cowboy camp but is allergic to everything 
there.  Read to find out what he does to finally earn the respect of the other campers. 
 
So What? This story matters because it shows that even the small can be brave and 
important. 
 
Reading Skills: Character Traits, Character Changes, Making an Inference, Sequence 
of Events 
 
Before-Reading:  

• Look at the cover and title.   

• How do you think the boy feels about being at camp?   

• What do you think will happen at a cowboy camp?  

• Look at the back cover and talk about it. 
 
Words to Talk About:  ragamuffins, chow, buckaroos, grits, y’all, lasso, yarn 
Compound Words:  cowboy, bellyache, onto, outside, saddlebag, gulped, daybreak, 
somewhere, outsmart 
 
During Reading:   

• Why did Avery think he was out of place at cowboy camp? How does the 
illustration on the first page support his thoughts? 

• Why do you think cowboys wear bandanas around their neck?   



 

 

• What is the purpose of a cowboy hat? 

• When have you had a bellyache? 

• What does it mean to “hit the stables?” 

• Do you have any allergies?  What happens? 

• Do you think that yarn is a suitable material to use when learning how to use a 
lasso? 

• Avery sat by the fire at night trying to think “cowboy thoughts.”  What do you 
think he was thinking?  Why is he out there all by himself?  Where are the other 
campers? 

• How would you feel if a mean-looking guy came near you?  What would you do? 

• Why do you think Black Bart wanted to stop the cowboy camp? 

• Why did Avery protect Cowboy Dan and the camp? 

• How could Black Bart tell Avery had allergies to cowboy things? 
 
After-Reading:   

• What is the lesson of this story? 

• If you were Avery, what would you have done when you saw Black Bart? 

• What time is “daybreak?” 

• What do you think Black Bart will do next? 

• What would you do to outsmart Black Bart? 

• Make a list of all the things Avery did to show he was allergic to cowboy things 
and then act them out. 

• Draw or write the beginning, middle and end of this story. 

• Write to explain how Avery outsmarted Black Bart. 

• Go horseback riding. 

• Visit a dude ranch or farm and see what people do there. 
 
Connections:  

• Read Boss of the Plains and find out about how the cowboy hat was invented. 

• Read about Levi Strauss and find out what he invented. 
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