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Story:  By the Light of the Captured Moon 
Poem:  Bed in Summer 
 
Talk about the Story: 

• Listen to this line from the story: “It was there in the orchard that the 
lightning bugs first emerged.”  What does “emerged” mean? 

• Would city children play the same summer games? Why?  If not, what 
games would they most likely play? 

• Why did Billy want to capture the moon? 

• Billy shook with “anticipation” while he pulled the moon inside.  What does 
anticipation mean? (frustrated that he can’t pull it or eager that he can’t 
wait to capture it) 

• Why did his mother keep telling Billing to turn the lights out? 

• Based on what you know about the moon’s actual size, could it fit in a 
closet? 

• Would you believe your friends if they told you they caught the moon?  
Why or why not? 

 
Talk about the Poem: 

• What does the narrator mean when he says he has to go to bed “at night” 
in winter? 

• Why does the narrator go to bed “by day” in summer? 

• Name one thing that is happening outside when the child has to go to bed. 

• What does the narrator really want to do? 
 
 



 

 

The Poem 
Bed in Summer by Robert Louis Stevenson 
 
In winter I get up at night 
And dress by yellow candle-light. 
In summer, quite the other way, 
I have to go to bed by day. 
 
I have to go to bed and see 
The birds still hopping on the tree. 
Or hear the grown-up people’s feet 
Still going past me in the street. 
 
And does it not seem hard to you. 
When all the sky is clear and blue. 
And I should like so much to play, 
To have to go to bed by day? 
 
 
Connecting the Story and the Poem: 
 
What is it that the children in both the story and the poem want to do? 
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