
 

 

The Blind Hunter 
Read-Aloud Guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Blind Hunter is a story from Africa with a very strong message about trying to “pull 
the wool over your eyes.” Read to find out who was trying to trick someone else and if 
it worked. 
 
Reading Skills:  Idioms, Drawing Conclusions, Sequence of Events 
So What? This story matters because of the strong lesson of being honest and truthful. 
 
Before-Reading:   

• Talk about the idiom, “pull the wool over your eyes” and guess what it might 
have to do with this story. 

• Look at the title.  It’s an oxymoron.  Talk about it with your children.  What 
could that possibly mean?  How could a blind person go hunting? 

• Open the book, cover to cover, and take a good look at the span of the 
illustrations. What do they tell you about the setting, Africa? How do you think 
these people get their food?  What is one thing they eat? 

• What do you already know about Africa and its people? 

• Read the Author’s Note to find out how to pronounce the main characters’ 
names and what they mean. Read to find out if these names fit the characters. 

• What is a village and how is it different from a city?  How are they alike?  Talk 
about rural, suburban, and urban communities. 

 
Words to Talk About:  cautiously, faint, bountiful, disguised, crisscrossed, wisdom, 
fade, jealously 

• “ai” in faint. How can faint be used as an adjective and a verb? 

• Silent “e” in fade. 

• Look at the “ly” ending in cautiously and jealously. Look at other forms of these 
words.  

• How does a football player move in a “crisscross” motion? 



 

 

During-Reading:   

• How do the illustrations and dialogue support the story? 

• Do you get any clues along the way about what will happen next? 

• Why do you think the village children like Chirobo? Why was he a “respected” 
member of the village?   

• The author uses repetition during the hunting trip.  Can you start to guess what 
is coming based on the repeated phrases? 

• During the hunting trip, the author sets up a series of events that give us a good 
look at these two characters.  What can you tell about them? 

• What conclusions can you draw about Muteye’s expectations for the hunting trip 
with Chirobo?  What text details give you a clue? 

• What does it mean when Chirobo says, “I know how to see with my ears?  

• What does it mean when the author writes, “Chirobo’s blind eyes seemed to look 
deep into the young hunter’s soul?” 

 
After-Reading:   

• The Author’s Note explained the meaning of the main characters’ names. Do 
you think they are good names for these characters? 

• How can this story help us better understand people with disabilities? 

• What makes a person a “respected” member of the town where you live? Who 
do you respect?  Why? Are you worthy of respect as a person, student, citizen? 

• What did Muyeye learn on his hunting grip with Chirobo? How does he change 
in this story? 

• What was the theme/lesson of this story? How can this lesson help you to be a 
better citizen? 

• Why do the men in this village need to hunt? What do you think the women do? 

• How would Chirobo’s life be different if he had a guide dog?   

• Make a Flow Chart to show the sequence of events of this story:  Chirobo lives 
in a village; Muteye comes and asks to go hunting with him; Muteye tries to trick 
Chirobo and Chirobo finds out; Muteye apologizes and Chirobo accepts. 

 
Connections:  Read The Caged Birds of Phnom Penh that is also about pulling the wool 
over your eyes. 
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