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Little Penguin wants to soar like an eagle and follow his dreams to flip, flap, 

and fly. But, can penguins fly?  Read to find out if Little Penguin achieves his dream 

to fly like the wind. 

Reading Skills: Making Predictions, Problem and Solution, Compare and Contrast, 

Onomatopoeia  

So What? This story matters because it shows kids how to keep on trying to find the 

best solution to a problem. 

Words to Talk About: 

• Soar 

• Fly and flight 

• Immediately 

Before-Reading: 

• Think of a time you were learning something new.  Did you have to practice to 

get good at it? 

• Look at the cover and predict what Little Penguin is doing? 

• What are the feathers for? 



 

 

 

During-Reading (Hmm! I wonder …) 

• Have you ever gone to classes to learn something new?  What?  How did it 

work? 

• Do you think Little Penguin will learn to fly? 

• Who are the others helping him?  Are they good choices for helping him fly? 

Why? 

• Did you notice one of the helpers is a flamingo? 

• Why does Little Penguin shout, “Geronimo” when he jumps off?  Find out 

more later about who that was and why he said it. 

• “Gablub” is an example of onomatopoeia – sound effects. They are fun to use 

in writing. Why was that a good sound on that page? 

• How is Little Penguin feeling when he can’t fly? 

• Why did Little Penguin go home?  Should he have stayed? 

• Look at the school’s sign: “We teach birds to fly.”  Talk about that in regard to 

Little Penguin. 

• Flamingo had an idea.  What idea would you offer Little Penguin? 

• Why do you think the other birds were so sad? 

• Make a prediction towards the end about what Flamingo invented. 

After-Reading: 

• Did you like the ending? 

• Make up another ending to the story 

• Make a Venn Diagram to compare Little Penguin’s story with Mingo the 

Flamingo’s story. 

• Find out about the Wright Brothers and how they connect to flight. 

• Visit a local airfield and look at the planes 

• Make paper airplanes and then see which ones can fly the farthest 

• Make a plan for how you could learn something new?  What will it be? 

• What is a fledgling? How does it fit this story? 

• Make up a “flying” invention to make an animal fly.  

• Draw a picture of it. 

• What do you think will happen when Ostrich wants to fly? 



 

 

• What is Flamingo thinking? 

• What can you do very well that you could help a friend learn? 

• Make up an invention to help Ostrich fly. 

• What other things could you invent by building with your blocks or Legos? 

 

Connections:  How does Little Penguin look like Nerdy Birdy? Read it’s sister book, 

Penguin Flies Home. 
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