
 

 

Connecting Stories & Poems 
Read-Aloud Guide 

 
 
 
The Story:  Mud by Mary Lyn Ray 
 
The Poem: “mud” by Valerie Worth 
 
 

Mud 
 
SUMMARY:  in Spring, the earth becomes unfrozen and, with the sun melting the 
dirt by day, it turns to mud. Read to find out what happens when a child discovers the 
gooshy mud. 
 
SO WHAT?  This story matters because it shows children that they can use their 
imaginations to some fun in unlikely places. 
 
READING SKILLS: 

• Cause and Effect 

• Sequence of Events 

• Making Inferences 

• Characters Feelings 

• Making Predictions 

• Visualization 
 

NOTABLE QUOTE: “Someone opening a door will notice:  earth comes 
unfrozen.” 
 
BEFORE-READING:  

• Look at the cover and talk about what you notice about the illustration. 

• Look at the title and make a prediction about what the story will be about. 

• What do you know about mud? 
 
WORDS TO TALK ABOUT: 

• Scent. How is it different from “sent?” 

• Compound Words:  someone 



 

 

• Prefix “un” as in unfrozen 

• Simile:  A cold sweet smell rises in the ground, like sap in the snow. 

• Personification:  leaves loosen from their frozen drifts and run rattling in the 
flapping wind. 

• Alliteration: “small scattered stones where the sun has seen them” and “Dig it. 
Dance it.” 

• Onomatopoeia: squish, squck, sop, splat, slurp. 
 
DURING-READING: 

• What does winter and snow smell like? 

• What does mud smell like? 

• Make predictions along the way about what will happen next in the story. 

• Why do you think the illustrations are so dark? 

• Where have the leaves been? 

• Visualize the brown leaves as they loosen and run rattling in the wind. 

• Stop and talk about each illustration after reading the page. 

• How do the illustrations support the story? 

• If you were the child in the story, would you take your shoes off and play in the 
mud with bare feet? How would it feel? 

• Explain: “The hills will remember their colors.” 

• Draw a picture of mud and then write words that describe it all around the 
drawing. 

• How does this child feel about mud?  How do you know? 

• What do you think the child is going to do with the mud? 

• What do you think the child will do at the end of the story? 

• Notice how the color of the illustrations change at the end of the story. Why 
did the illustrator make the color change? 

• How does the child feel about the coming of Spring?   

• Which season do you like best?  Why? 

• What will most likely happen to the ground next? 
 

AFTER-READING: 

• Make “mud pies” using dirt, water, and old food containers.  Decorate your 
“bakery” with grass and wild flowers. 

• Fill out a story map. 

• Fill out a Flow Chart following the sequence of important events in the story. 

• Write a story about a child in the mud. 



 

 

• Fill out a Cause and Effect Chart. 

• Research weather in different parts of the world. 

• Find out what happens to plants and animals in winter. 

• In Fall, play with piles of leaves. 

• Find out why leaves fall from trees in the Fall. 

• Pick a location. Draw a picture of each season showing the how it changes with 
each new season. 

• Write a poem about a season. Write a poem about mud. 
 
CONNECTIONS: 

• Connect to Science and study plants, weather, and what happens when ice is 
turned to liquid. 

• Read Red Rubber Boot Day and compare and contrast it to this story. 
 
The Poem:  mud 
 
Mud mixed 
With a stick 
To the right thickness, 
Not too stiff 
Not too full 
Of rain, 
 
Can then 
Be picked up 
In the hand 
Soft, still cold 
As a stone, 
And squeezed 
Until it strains 
 
Out between  
The fingers – 
Warmed a bit, 
But still heavy 
With earth’s 
Rich Grit 
And grain. 
 



 

 

   
DISCUSS THE POEM: 

• What is the person in the poem most likely doing? 

• What will this person probably do next? 

• How does the person in the poem probably feel about mud? 
 
CONNECTING THE STORY WITH THE POEM: 

• The story is about the feet in the mud and the poem is about fingers in the 
mud. Write about how you would play in the mud – with your feet or your 
hands?  Explain why and what you would do. 
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