
 

 

Connecting Stories & Poems 
Read-Aloud Guide 

 
The Story:  Come On, Rain! By Karen Hesse 
 
The Poem:  “April Rain Song” by Langston Hughes 
 
 
Come On, Rain! 
 
SUMMARY: During what seems like an endless heat wave 
in the city, Tess and her friends look to the skies and hope 
for rain.  Read to find out what happens when the rain finally comes. 
 
SO WHAT? This story matters because it shows children that how to make the best 
of a difficult situation. 
 
READING SKILLS:  

• Character traits 

• Problem and Solution 

• Cause and Effect 

• Sequence of Events 

• Making Predictions 
 
NOTABLE QUOTE: “We swing our wet and wild-haired mammas ‘til we’re all 
laughing under trinkets of silver rain.” 
 
BEFORE-READING:   

• Discuss the title and what it might mean. 

• Make a prediction about what the story will be about. 

• Look at the cover illustration and talk about it. 

• What do you know about rain? 
 
WORDS TO TALK ABOUT: 

• Listless, parched, sagging, rumbles. Lupines, murmur, alley, rachet, dew 

• Descends means to go down.  What does ascend mean? 

• What is parchment? 

• Similes:  sizzling like a hot potato 



 

 

• Compound Words:  rooftops, inside, something, alleyway, everywhere 

• How does the word “block” help you know the setting of the story What other 
kind of block is there? 

• Why does the author say that the rain is “streaming?”  What is a stream? 

• What is a phonograph?  How is it like a phone? 

• What is “moisty green air?” 
 

DURING-READING: 

• Why would Mamma’s plants be parched? 

• Why is Mamma “sagging” over her plants? 

• What does this page tell you about the weather? 

• Look at the illustrations.  What is the setting of the story?  How do you know? 

• Why does Tesse want to put on her bathing suit?  

• What does “a creeper of hope circles ‘round my bones” mean? 

• Explain the meaning of “hot tar and garbage bullies the air.” 

• How is the heat affecting Mamma?  How do you know by the words and 
illustrations? 

• Why do you think there was no air conditioning? 

• Talk about the little “trick” Tessie did to get Mamma to allow her to put on her 
bathing suit. 

• Who is telling the story (narrator) and how do you know? 

• How do you know Mamma was worried about letting Tessie go out to play in a 
rain storm? 

• Why are the insects still? 

• What does “swollen sky” mean? 

• How can rain “freckle” your feet? What is another freckle? 

• When the Mammas are all outside on their porches, make a prediction about 
what they will do next. 

• Why do you think everyone was so excited about the rain? 

• How can the rain make the people “new?” 

• How do the illustrations support this story? 
 
AFTER-READING: 

• Research plants and how they grow. 

• Plant a garden. 

• Find out about a “Rain” forest. 

• Fill out a Story Map about the story. 



 

 

• Make a Cause & Effect chart. 

• Draw pictures of the characters during the beginning, middle, and end of the 
story. 

• How do the main characters change from the beginning to the end of the story. 

• Make a chart of the weather for a week. Draw weather symbols to show each 
day. 

• Research types of clouds.  Create them with cotton balls and glue on blue 
construction paper.  Label each cloud and give a description of each type. 

• After checking with your parents, go outside and play in a summer rain storm. 

• Make a Flow Chart with words and drawings to show the sequence of 
important events in the story. 

• Research Phonograph. 

• Dance with your mother, grandmother, aunt, or sister. 

• Write and illustrate a story about rain. 

• Research places around the world that have dry climates. Find out what plants 
grow there and which animals live there. 

 
CONNECTIONS:  

• Read The Rain Came Down 
 
 
 
“April Rain Song” 
 
Let the rain kiss you. 
Let the rain beat upon your head with silver liquid drops. 
Let the rain sing you a lullaby. 
 
The rain makes still pools on the sidewalk. 
The rain makes running pools in the gutter. 
The rain plays a little sleep-song on our roof at night –  
 
And I love the rain. 
      
 
 
DISCUSS THE POEM 

• What 2 words does the poet use to compare the pools of rain on the sidewalk 
and in the gutter? 



 

 

• Personification is when an author gives human traits to nonhuman things. Can 
you find 2 examples of personification in this poem? 

 
CONNECTING THE STORY WITH THE POEM 

• Could the narrator in the poem be one of the girls in the book?  Explain. 

• Choose a character from the book and write a poem from her point of view. 

• Try to make up your own personification phrases about clouds, rain, and other 
types of weather. Illustrate them. 

• Fill in a Venn diagram to compare the narrator of the story with the narrator of 
the poem. 
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