
 

 

Connecting Stories & Poems 
Read-Aloud Guide 

 
 

The Story:  Cactus Hotel by Brenda Z. Guiberson 
The Poem:  “Cactus” by April Halprin Wayland 
 
Cactus Hotel 
 
SUMMARY: This story follows the lifecycle of the saguaro 
cactus in the desert and all the creatures that live in it. 
 
SO WHAT? This story matters because it shows the connections between all 
creatures and plants in Nature and how they depend on one another. 
 
READING SKILLS: 

• Sequence of Events 

• Compare and Contrast 

• Making Predictions 
 
NOTABLE QUOTE: “Everybody wants to live in the cactus hotel.” 
 
BEFORE-READING: 

• Look at the cover illustration and talk about what you see on the border. 

• Talk about the title and what you think it means. 

• Talk about life in a desert. 

• What do you know about a cactus? 

• What do you know about a hotel? 

• Why do you think the book is called, “Cactus Hotel?” 
 
WORDS TO TALK ABOUT: 

• Paloverde, beckon, insulated, prickly, saguaro, sprouts, glistens, toppled 

• Onomatopoeia: plot, tap, tap, tap 

• Simile:  beckoned like a welcoming signal 

• Compound Words:  sunlight, jackrabbit, beside, inside, weatherproof, 
everybody 

• Note that the plural of cactus is cacti 
 



 

 

DURING-READING: 

• Find pictures to show what 2,000 of something looks like. 

• Why did the red fruit fall to the ground? Can you think of any other fruit or 
vegetable that does that for the same reason? 

• Where did the young cactus come from? 

• Measure your height and compare it to the size of the cactus at 25 years of age. 

• Why did the rabbit disappear into the hole? 

• How do the birds, bees, and bats know the nectar is there? 

• Why did the woodpecker decide to stay and live in the cactus? 

• Compare the scab formed around the woodpecker’s nest with the scab that 
forms on a cut on a human. 

• Why did the woodpecker make a new nest? 

• Why do the birds feel safe on top of the cactus? 

• How is Cactus Hotel like a real hotel? 

• The cactus has wooden ribs. Compare their purpose to the cactus to what 
human ribs do for the body? 

• Read the Author’s Note at the end of the story for more information about the 
Saguaro cactus. 

 
AFTER-READING: 

• Fill out a cyclical graphic organizer to show the lifecycle of the Saguaro cactus. 

• Draw and label the cactus at different stages of its lifecycle showing the 
creatures living there. 

• Research where cacti grow. 

• Get a cactus as a house plant and care for it. 

• Visit a park, yard, or woods and observe the plants and creatures there. 

• Find out about the seeds inside fruit. 

• Go apple picking and find out how to grow the seeds. 

• Make a chart showing the size of the cactus at different ages of its life. 

• Find out the role of nectar in Nature. 

• What kind of teeny bird likes nectar?  Can you make some for a feeder? 

• The woodpecker helps the cactus by eating harmful insects.  Find out which 
fish does the same in the ocean. 

• If the cactus could talk, what would it say to its inhabitants? 

• Write an essay about how plants and animals work together in Nature. 

• Research some of the creatures living in the cactus. 

• Talk about whether or not you think trees are important. 



 

 

• Talk or write about why cacti are important in the desert. 

• Why is this story called Cactus Hotel? Is it a good title?  Why? 

• Create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast Cactus Hotel to a real hotel. 
 
CONNECTIONS: 

• Read A Log’s Life 

• Read One Tiny Turtle 

• Read Albert to find out where some birds made their nest. 

• Read Pale Male to find out what happens when a hawk makes a nest above a 
fancy city apartment building. 

 
“Cactus” 
 
“Don’t dare come near,” 
It says. 
With spike. 
With spear. 
With crossbow 
Poised to pierce … 
Beware!  

April Halprin Wayland 
 
DISCUSS THE POEM: 

• What is it about the cactus that keeps things away from it? 

• What is a crossbow? 

• Explain how the crossbow is “poised to pierce.” 

• What is a spike?  What is a spear? 

• What do the spike and spear have to do with the cactus in this poem? 
 
CONNECT THE STORY WITH THE POEM: 

• How is the cactus in the story and the poem alike and different?  

• 3 Write a letter to the poet from one of the creatures living in the cactus hotel. 

• How would the story, Cactus Hotel, be different if the cactus kept creatures 
away? 

• Explain why the story says, “Welcome,” and the poem says, “Beware.” 
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