
 

 

Connecting Stories & Poems 
Read-Aloud Guide 

 

The Story:  Albert by Donna Jo Napoli 

 
The Poem : “Three Things to Remember” by William Blake 
 
Albert 
 
SUMMARY:  This is a story about Albert, a persnickety man, who puts his hand out 
the window every morning to check the weather. Then he decides if the conditions 
are just right so he can go outside.  Read to find out how his life is changed when a 
stick lands in his open hand one day.  
 
SO WHAT?  This story matters because it shows children their responsibility to 
protect Nature. 
 
READING SKILLS: 

• Character Changes 

• Making Predictions 

• Author’s Purpose 

• How illustrations support the text 
 
NOTABLE QUOTE: “GO FOR IT, Birdie,” said Albert. “Fly.” 
 
BEFORE-READING: 

• Look at the cover illustration and title.   

• Do you notice anything unusual? 

• Who is Albert? 

• What is the bird doing on the man’s head? 

• Look at the man’s face. What do you think he’s thinking? 

• Look carefully at the background. Where do you think the story takes place? 

• What do you think this story will be about? 

• What makes you think so? 
 



 

 

WORDS TO TALK ABOUT:  Grillwork, fledgling, rumbled, comic strip, twig, 
dumbfounded, cardinal, quizzical, grub, preened 

 
DURING-READING: 

• Could you sleep standing up? 

• Look carefully at the pictures of Albert and talk about how the illustrator 
shows the passage of time as he is holding the nest. 

• Would you eat a bug if you were really, really hungry? 

• What things does Albert do that shows he is protective of the eggs? 

• What do you think might have happened if Albert did not chase the cat away? 

• Talk about the actual physical challenges of standing in the window for all that 
time. 

• After reading the last page, talk about what it means. 

• Talk about what made Albert change from the beginning to the end of the 
story. 
 

AFTER-READING:   

• Talk about how Albert is like the last fledgling bird. 

• Create your own comic strip to retell this story. 

• Fill out a story map. 

• Research birds that live in your area. 

• Make a bird feeder and care for some local birds.  

• Learn to do card tricks. 

• Fill out a Venn Diagram to show how Albert changed from the beginning to 
the end of the story. Or, a 3-way Venn to show how he changed from the 
beginning, middle, and end. 

• Draw pictures of Albert in the beginning, middle, and end of the story. 
Surround your picture with words to describe him at those parts of the story. 

• Write an essay about how Albert changed in this story and why. Illustrate it. 

• Visit a pet store that sells birds or visit an aviary in a local zoo. 

• Albert is very caring and encouraging to the baby birds. How could you be 
caring and encouraging to another person at home, in school, or in the 
neighborhood? 

• Decorate cards with birds and send them to a senior citizen home. 

• What kind of bird is in this story?  Find out more about it. 

• Albert noticed about good and bad noises.  Make a list of all the good and bad 
noises you notice. 

• Albert helps the birds.  Do the birds help Albert? Talk about it. 



 

 

 
THE POEM:  Three Things to Remember 
 
A Robin Redbreast in a cage 
Puts all of Heaven in a rage. 
 
A skylark wounded on the wind 
Doth make a cherub cease to sing 
 
He who shall hurt the little wren 
Shall never be beloved by man. 
 
DISCUSS THE POEM: 

• What are the three birds mentioned in the poem? 

• Do some research and find out more about them. 

• What words rhyme in the poem? 

• What does the poet think about cages?   

• How do you know? 

• A cherub is an angel.  Why does it stop singing? 

• Do people like others who hurt animals? 

• How do you feel about protecting animals? 

• Write a poem about a bird you learn about. 
 
CONNECTING THE STORY WITH THE POEM: 

• If William Blake wrote a letter to Albert, what things would he say? 

• Fill out a Venn diagram to show how the story and the poem are the same and 
different.  
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