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This book is recommended for grades K-2 with a Lexile level of 550. A 550 Lexile is 

listed for average readers in grade 3. 

 

SUMMARY:  This story takes place during World War II after the Japanese bombed 

the American base at Pearl Harbor.  All Japanese and Japanese-Americans who were 

living on the West Coast of the United States were taken to Internment Camps in the 

desert where this story takes place. Read to find out what it was like for one young 

boy and his family living in one of these camps. 

 

SO WHAT?  This story matters because children need to learn about history so it 

never happens again. 

 

READING SKILLS:   

• Problem and Solution 

• Point of View 

• Character Traits 

• Story Parts 

• Compare and Contrast 

 

 



 

 

BEFORE-READING: 

• Open the cover to see the front and back. Talk about what you notice in the 

illustration. 

• Read the title and think about what it might mean to the story. 

• What do you know about World War II and Japan? 

• Read the Author’s Note for historic background. 

 

WORDS TO TALK ABOUT: 

• Internment, barracks, sagebrush, funnel, rail 

• Dashed – how do we also use a “dash” in writing? 

• Homeplate – what other plates do you use? 

• Barbed wire – where else might you find barbed wire? 

 

Compound Words: teammates, maybe, sagebrush, whenever, guardhouse, baseball, 

something, everything, infield, anything, daytime, nobody, bathroom 

 

DURING-READING: 

• Look at the illustrations on each page and talk about how they support the 

story. 

• What do you notice about the color of the illustrations?  What tone do they 

give to the story? 

• Who is telling the story?  How do you know? 

• What do you do when there is “nothing to do?” 

• As you read, follow the father and the boy (narrator) looking for clues about 

their feelings. 

• When Teddy talks back to Dad, what does that tell you about how he is 

feeling?  What do you think is causing him to feel that way? 

• Where did the sewing machines come from? 

• Do you know how to sew? 

• Who was the man in the tower?  What was his job? 

• If you were playing baseball, what position would you be best at playing? 

• When he’s at bat, how does the boy feel when everyone is yelling at him? 

• What makes the boy motivated to hit the ball? 

• Why did the other players lift the boy up at the end of the game? 



 

 

• When the family arrived back home after the way, why was the boy ignored at 

lunch? 

• Look at the illustration of the boy sitting alone in the lunchroom.  What words 

can you think of that describe his feelings? 

• If you were in the cafeteria at that time, what would you do? 

• Later, when the teammates called the boy Shorty, how is it different from the 

names his teammates called him in the camp baseball game? 

• What does it mean when the boy says, “No one looked like me.”   

• When he is up at bat at the end of the story, predict what will happen when it is 

his last chance. 

 

AFTER-READING: 

• Was it right for the government to hold Japanese and Japanese-Americans? 

• Visit a museum or war memorial. 

• Play a game of baseball with friends or family. 

• Fill out a Story Map. 

• Research Japanese Internment Camps 

• Write a letter to a Japanese child in a camp 

• How would this story be different if it took place in a cold, icy place? 

• Compare and contrast the Internment Camp with another camp you know 

about. 

• Draw pictures of the father and the boy at the Beginning, Middle, and End of 

the story. 

• Pick 5 to 10 compound words in the story and use them to write your own 

paragraph or story. 

• Plant a garden and figure out how to irrigate it. 

• Retell the story from the mother’s Point of View. 

• Play with a funnel and shovel in sand or water.  

• Write a sports article of the last baseball game in this book. 

• When else do people get lifted up? 

• What could you do or say if you see someone sitting alone in the lunchroom of 

your school? 

• Talk about what motivates you to do your best. 

• The last page of the story is simply an illustration.  Write the words to go with 

it. 



 

 

CONNECTIONS:   

• Read other stories in this collection to find out about children and war. 

• Read about the Holocaust to find out how another group of people were 

treated during World War II. 

• Read Teammates to learn about struggles of other baseball players. 
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