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SUMMARY:  The big bully of a general wants to control everyone and everything in 

his neighborhood. His overbearing directives finally get the better of some residents.  

Read to find out if peace and freedom can be restored to Liberty Street. 

 

SO WHAT?  This story matters because children and adults can be victims of 

bullying.  This story shows that even the youngest can take action. 

 

READING SKILLS: 

• Cause and Effect 

• Character Development 

• Problem and Solution 

• Making Predictions 

• Repetition 

• Compare and Contrast 

 

BEFORE-READING: 

• Discuss the cover illustration and the title. 

• Who are the people in the van? 

• What is an Araboolie? 

• What does Liberty mean? 

• What do you notice about the houses? 

• What do you think the story will be about? 



 

 

WORDS TO TALK ABOUT: 

• Liberty, freedom, spy, bullhorn, furious, haul, clobbered 

• What things could need hauling? 

• Mrs. Pinch thought the behavior of the Araboolies was revolting. What other 

“revolt” was going on in this story? 

 

DURING-READING: 

• Compare and Contrast the street you live on with Liberty Street. 

• Look at the illustration of the houses on the first page.  How can you tell one 

from the other? 

• Is Pinch a good name for the general?  Why? 

• Is it okay to spy on a neighbor? 

• How do the illustrations of General and Mrs. Pinch support their personalities? 

• What would you do to stop General Pinch and his army? 

• As you read, predict what will happen to the houses when the children move 

into action. 

 

AFTER-READING: 

• Make a list of all the actions the Pinches did not like. 

• Fill out a Story Map. 

• Talk about whether or not there could be other solutions to the problems on 

Liberty Street. 

• What caused the neighbors to change? 

• Write your own story about how a bully was stopped. 

• Draw pictures of the Araboolies with all their different skin colors. 

• Put on a play about the story and use Glow Sticks to be the Araboolies 

 

 

 

This is a preview of a detailed Read-Aloud Guide.  A detailed guide is included in my 

book, Creating Smart Readers, How to read 50+ picture books to kids 4-10. A link to 

purchase is on my website, www.creatingsmartreaders.com. Also, please join us for 

storytime at You Tube @ Creating Smart Readers. “Happy Reading!” 

 

 

Created by and Property of Susan E. Stern, M.Ed. 

http://www.creatingsmartreaders.com/

