
 

 

Rechenka’s Eggs 
Read-Aloud Guide 

 
 

This beloved story by Patricia Polacco is about kindness and 
caring for animals. When Babuska rescues an injured goose, 
it recovers but jumps on her table breaking all the beautifully 
decorated eggs she planned to enter in the annual Easter 
Festival. Read to find out what surprises she finds. 
 
So What?  This story matters because it shows the power of 
kindness and caring for animals. 

 
 
Reading Skill:  Cause & Effect, How Illustrations Support a Text 
 
Tricky Words & Words to Talk About: 

• Festival 

• Faint (as a verb and an adjective) 

• Quilt 

• Savored 

• Pitched (as a baseball and a movement) 

• Featherbed 
 
Before-Reading: 

• Look at the title and cover illustration and predict what the story will be 
about 

• Make a personal connection by talking about how your family decorates 
eggs 

 
During-Reading: 

• Stop and discuss how the illustrations support the text  

• How can you tell that Babushka loves animals? 

• Talk about where eggs come from 

• Can a goose really lay eggs that are decorated? 

• Why are the tops of the buildings called “onion domes?” 



 

 

• Why does Babushka walk to the festival? 
 
After-Reading: 

• Look up Russia on a globe or map. 

• Find pictures of Russian buildings to find “onion domes.” 

• Fill in a Cause/Effect chart to show various causes/effects in the story 

• Fill in a Story Map in words and/or pictures 

• Read other books by Patricia Polacco and do an Author Study report 

• Decorate eggs either real or on paper 

• Look up Pysanky Eggs and use the symbolic designs in your eggs or 
drawings 

• In the story, the geese “honked.”  Make a list of animals and their sounds 
and illustrate it. 

• Write a story about what will happen next.  Illustrate it. 

• Write your own story about rescuing an animal. 

• Research the lifecycle of a goose or chicken. 

• Research caring for a pet you would like to have. 
 
Connections:  Read One Tiny Turtle to find out about the lifecycle of a turtle. Read 
Cactus Hotel to find out about the lifecycle of a cactus.  Read other books by 
Patricia Polacco. 
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