
 

 

Pippo the Fool 
Read-Aloud Guide 

 

Pippo the Fool is about Filippo (Pippo) Brunelleschi who was 

a grouchy, disagreeable resident of Florence, Italy in the 

fifteenth century when a contest was held to find the builder 

who could construct a dome for the cathedral there. The 

author wondered how the dome could have been built so 

long ago after she climbed the 463 steps to the top. Her 

curiosity led to this wonderful picture book that, not only 

explores its tricky construction, but also gives readers a 

glimpse into the lives of people who lived, worked, and 

imagined way back then. The illustrations bring the readers 

right to the forefront of building this gigantic structure. Be 

sure to read the Author and Illustrator Notes at the back of the book. Read to find out 

if Pippo was really a fool? 

SoWhat?  This story matters because there are valuable lessons from the past. 

Reading Skills:  Facts and Details, Character Traits, Cause and Effect, Compare and 

Contrast 

Before-Reading:  

• Open up the cover and look at the picture. What do you notice about the size of 

the dome in relation to the size of Pippo and the others?  

• How do you think he got up there? What is he doing there? 

• What can you tell about the landscape of Italy? 

Words to Talk About:  Genius, contest, piazzas, cathedral, tapestry, weavers, filigree, 

trinkets, peculiar, outlandish, pondering, snickered, hermit, mortar, calculated, 

exhaustion, indigestion, schemes, gilded, forges 

• Talk about fool, fooling, fooled, foolish. 

• “au” in hauled, pauper 

• “ou” flourish and trouble 

• Compound Words Galore:  goldsmith, featherweight, windstorm, yourselves, 

cartloads, meanwhile, workshop, masterpiece, nickname, oxcarts, fanfare 

• Contest, contestant – Have you ever been a contestant? 
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• Stew – brood about something or a food 

• What does it mean that Pippo “whiled” away his days? 

• Simile:  What does it mean when they, “carried Pippo out of the cathedral like a 

plate of pasta?” Do you like the author’s choice of words? 

During Reading:   

• Pay attention to the relationship between Pippo and Lorenzo. What can you tell 

about each of them based on what they say and how they act? 

• What do you notice about the clothing worn by the people? Later, read the 

Illustrator’s Note at the end of the book. 

• How important are the illustrations to help you “see” the setting in the 1440s? 

How well did the illustrations portray the massive dome? 

• Why did the author sprinkle in some Italian words? 

• Who is telling the story? 

• Was the author’s use of dialogue effective? Which lines did you especially like to 

help you get to know the characters? 

• How did the author allow the reader to “feel” the project come to a stop when 

Lorenzo took over for a day? 

• Why do you think it took Pippo 16 years to complete the dome? 

• Was Pippo a fool or a genius?  What evidence in the story supports your answer? 

• The judges were “huddled.”  What do you think they were saying? Who else 

huddles and why? 

• Talk about how two opposing characters can move a story to a successful end. 

What trait in the main character best helps him succeed in reaching his goal? 

• What is your best trait? How will it help you succeed? 

After-Reading:   

• What is the lesson of this story? 

• Take a virtual tour of Florence, Italy.  Can you find the dome? 

• Draw and color pictures of Pippo’s dome. Build a model of a building from 

blocks or Legos. 

• Build something and then write and illustrate a story about it. 

• What invention could you think of to make your life easier?  Draw a picture 

explaining it. 

• Research what an architect does. 



 

 

• Research how the Egyptians built pyramids. Compare the construction of the 

Pippo’s dome to a pyramid. Notice that both Pippo’s workers and the pyramid 

builders took materials out of a “quarry.”  Find out more about a quarry. 

Connections:  Read Renato’s Lion. Ada’s Violin is about building musical instruments. 
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