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Read-Aloud Guide 
 

 

 

This is a folktale from Cuba. I know ... a book about a cockroach? Give it a try and I 

think you will be pleasantly surprised. 

When Martina is ready to look for a husband, her grandmother steps in to help her 

find a suitable mate. Read to find out what advice Abuela gives her about a trick 

with coffee?  

So What?  This story matters because we all have to decide which people should be 

important in our lives and which personality traits we believe are valuable.  

Reading Skills:   Character Traits, Cause and Effect, Repetition, Fluency, Making an 

Inference  

Before-Reading:   

• What is a cockroach?  Do we want them around? Where have you see them?   

• Look at the cover and title.  What do you think this story will be about?  

Open to the title page and see where Martina lives.  Do you think she lives 

there alone?  

• What kind of trick with coffee could this character use?  

Vocabulary and Word Work:   

• The author sprinkles in Spanish words appropriately so children will enjoy 

hearing and speaking them. Spanish-speakers will have fun with familiar 

words.  



 

 

• Shawl, aghast, stammered, suitor, abuzz, balcony, strutted, crooned, 

splattered, clumsy, humble, stunned, dabbed, boorish, warbled, livid   

• What is the different between dabbing and rubbing?  

 

During-Reading:   

• When the rooster “strutted” in, what does that tell you about his personality?  

• The sentences, “Martina Josefina Catalina, Cucaracha. Beautiful muchacha. 

Won’t you be my wife?” is repeated with each suitor.  When I read it in 

school, I wrote those lines on chart paper and the children read along when 

that part came up in the story.  They just love when they participate in the 

stories.  It also helps build fluency.  

After-Reading:   

• Draw pictures of Martina with each of her suitors. Then make word bubbles of 

what the suitors said when the coffee spilled on them.  

• Talk about the ways Martina seemed to be “clumsy” during the story.  

Connections:  How does the trick in this story compare to the trick in The Dancing 

Turtle?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A complete Read-Aloud Guide is included in my new Kindle edition of The Read-
Aloud Workout.  A link to purchase at the introductory low price is located on my 

website, www.creatingsmartreaders.com 
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