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READ-ALOUD GUIDE 
KATE WHO TAMED THE WIND 

 
 

 

This wonderful story has a recurring theme - trees matter!  Once I worked in a 
place that cut down a grove of old, well-rooted trees to make an employee parking lot. 
Those trees provided shade, drank up rain water, and gave shelter to many birds and 
squirrels that lived there. As a result, one end of the parking lot flooded in heavy rain 
and the puddling water seeped into the offices on the far side of the building. 
Somehow, the black-top didn't know how to use up all that water. 

Kate, Who Tamed the Wind is a delightful story about a child who saves the home of 
an older man from the ravages of heavy wind by planting trees for him. It would be so 
much fun to read this story on a hammock under a big tree!  

So What? This story matters because it is important to enlist the children in an effort 
to save trees and the environment. 

Reading Skills: Cause and Effect, Sequence, Making Predictions, Problem and 
Solution 

Before-Reading:    

• Activate background knowledge and predict.  Look at the title and cover 
picture and talk to your child about what it means.  What do you think will 
happen?  What makes you think so?   
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• Did the illustrator "show" the wind?  How does the cover picture support the 
title?   

• Talk about: Who is Kate?  What is she doing?   

• Is anything in her way? How might she solve that problem?   

• What do you know about planting and gardening?  

• What do plants need to grow?  What can cause problems in their growth? What 
can be done to fix those problems?  

• What does it mean to "tame" something? Can humans really "tame" Nature?  
 

Tricky Words and Words to Talk About:  

• Talk about letter sounds:  the "Magic E" is seen in the words Kate and tame.  

• Talk about vowel sounds in "itty bitty" and "tip-top."   

• Creaky has one way "ea" can sound. Blew and grew have an "ew" sound.   

• Look at the "ee" sound in steep, peeped, sweet, breeze.  

• What is the difference between a "steep" hill and the tea that "steeped?"  

• Look at the word wind - in the wind blew and the curving path was winding.   
 

During-Reading:   

• Why do you think this man lives alone?  

• What problems does he have living at the top of the mountain?  

• Why do you suppose his house creaks?   

• Do you think it is easy getting to his house?   

• What is a "soft" wind? How does the illustration show that the wind is getting 
stronger?  What could that mean?  

• Why do the birds fly away?  

• What should the man do? Define his "problem." Why do you think the house 
feels the wind so much (exposed on top of the hill)?  

• How does the author let you know that the man is desperate?  

• What might happen to the house if the wind continues?  

• What is Kate thinking? How do you know? 
 

After-Reading:   

• How was the problem solved?  

• How do you think Kate knew about the benefits of trees?  
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• Look up places that take donations to plant trees. Some families have planted a 
memory garden to honor relatives and pets who have passed away.   

• Find out about windmills.  

• Plant a tree in your yard. Plant a garden in your yard or patio. Some vegetables 
and flowers grow well in small pots.  

• Why do people cut down trees (to make room for farms, malls, building, 
houses)?   

• Is there a way the trees - or some of them - could be saved?  

• Look up what is happening to the Rainforests.  

• Why do we need parks in cities?  

• How could you participate in planting trees in your neighborhood or town?  

• At the end of the book, the authors provides information about "marvelous 
trees" and a list websites that focus on protecting trees and forests. Look them 
up. 

• Decorate flower pots and plant some seeds indoors. 
 

Connections:  The Great Kapok Tree, Pond, A River Ran Wild. Wangari’s Trees, The Boy 
Who Harnessed the Wid (great connection to Science) 
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