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The Firekeeper’s Son (Korea) is one of my all-time favorites because it is loaded!  Most of 

all, the lesson of the story is one that I hope will resonate with children today – make a 

choice because it is the right thing to do. The story exudes trustworthiness.  Truth be 

told, though, all my picture books are my favorites. I’ll just gush over a few more than 

others from time to time! 

Sang-hee’s father is the village’s trusted firekeeper who lights the signal fire every night 

to let the king know all is well in the land. Sang-hee is just a little boy who loves to play 

with his toy soldiers. But he would love to see real soldiers just once. Read to find out 

about the choice he must make when his father is injured. 

So What:  This story matters because values of the past, like trustworthiness, are still 

important today. 

Reading Skills:  Sequence of Events, Character Traits, Making Predictions 

Before-Reading:   

• Look at the beautiful cover illustration. What do you think Sang-hee is thinking? 

• What do you think a firekeeper does? 

• What are tongs?  Bring a pair to the reading so children will recognize that they 

probably have seen them before. What do you use them for?  What do you think 

Sang-hee will use them for? 
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Words to Talk About:   

• silent “E” in fire. Notice the sound of “ee” in keeper and Sang-hee. 

• Notice the “oo” in looked, see and sea and talk about peace and piece and son 

and sun.  You can go into the “ang” sound from the boy’s name. 

• There is the “ou” sound in around and mountain, but a different “ou” sound in 

trouble. Silent K in knelt and knew. 

• When is evening?  How is it different from night? 

• Coals, fortunate, brushpile, fiercely, tinder, trembling, hobbled, trustworthy, 

smoldered, aflame (asleep, awake, ahead). 

• Similes: As warm as the glowing coals. He knew the path like a friend. 

• Personification:  stones tripped, branches reached, a tongue of flame licked 

• Metaphor: Coals broke into a hundred jewels, then died 

During-Reading:   

• How is a village different from a city? (rural, suburban, urban) 

• Make a prediction about what will happen next when the boy notices there is no 

fire. 

• When the second coal dies out, Sung-hee visualizes soldiers’ swords. Talk about 

the conflict going on in his head.  What would he really like?  What should he 

choose to do?  Why? Notice how the font changes to show his thoughts. Point 

out that this part is in Sung-hee’s imagination. Many of my students have become 

confused and thought he really saw the soldiers. 

• Why were Sang-hee’s hands trembling? 

• How do the illustrations support the story? 

• How did the father know that Sung-hee had a moment of hesitation and was not 

sure what to do? Students need to think very deeply to draw this conclusion so 

help them figure out that the father was once a little boy too and probably faced 

the same conflict. 
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After-Reading:  

• How did the main character, Sung-hee, change during the story? Draw pictures 

of his face to show the changes. 

• Do you agree with his decision? 

• What does it mean to be trustworthy? 

• How can you tell Sung-hee has matured at the end of the story? 

• If an adult was injured while walking with you in the woods, what would you do 

in today’s world to get help? 

• Use a Flow Chart to write or draw the sequence of events in this story. 

• Fill out a Story Map for the story. 

• Write a note to Sang-hee telling him what you think about his decision. 

• Make some figures using modeling clay. Take a pottery class. 

• This story ends where it begins (a circle story), “on and on and on.”  Talk about 

what will happen next – in future generations. 

• Read the Author’s Note for historic background of the signal fires in ancient 

Korea. 

• Did you watch the Olympics in South Korea?  

• Conduct research to find out about the customs of people living in South Korea? 

Connections: Connect the village in this book with the village in The Blind Hunter. Then 

look at Florence, Italy in Pippo the Fool. How are they the same and different? Use a 3-

way Venn diagram. 
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Name _________________________________________ Date _______________ 

Story Map for Firekeeper’s Son 

Write the problem and solution in one (1) sentence below. 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________. 
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Name _____________________________________ Date _______________ 

Compare and Contrast Sang-hee from The Firekeeper’s Son with Muyteye in The Blind 
Hunter. Think about whether or not each character is trustworthy. 

 

 

For further study, look up Asia and Africa on a globe or map. Both these stories are 
included in the World Collection in my paperback book, Creating Smart-Thinking 
Readers (read-aloud guides for 50 picture books).  For more information, please visit 
me at  www.creatingsmartreaders.com . 

Created by Susan E. Stern, M.Ed.  Permission given for educational use only. 
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