
The Dancing Turtle 

Read-Aloud Guide 

 

The Dancing Turtle is a folktale from Brazil. Turtles are 

thought to carry the world and its wisdom on their backs 

and are celebrated in Latin American countries. In this 

story, Turtle likes to dance and play music with her flute 

which puts her in danger from a hungry hunter. Read to 

find out if her trick will save her? 

So What? This story matters because it opens up 

discussions about telling the truth. 

Reading Skills:  Cause and Effect, Compare and 

Contrast, Making Predictions 

Before-Reading:   

• It is helpful if you have some background knowledge of the Amazon Rainforest 

so you can compare the setting of the book to pictures of the actual Rainforest. 

• What does it mean to play a trick?  

Tricky Words and Words to Talk About:  rumble, escape, weaved (a movement and 

making cloth), bank (of a river and a place for your money), notes (in writing short 

messages or the sounds in music). 

• Talk about the prefix “un” in untied. 

• Sunlight was “fading.” Why do colors in clothing fade? 

• Bobbed, weaved, jumped, crawled – what animals might do these movements?  

 

During-Reading:   

• Can a turtle really talk or play a flute? 

• How is the turtle’s shell like our own home? 

• Why is the man so hungry? 

• Notice the illustrations.  Which creatures can you find? 
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• Make predictions throughout the story and see if you are right.  Being wrong, 

however, is okay because your children are engaged in the story and thinking 

about it. 

After-Reading:   

• Find out how to make and/or play a flute. 

• Find some Brazilian music and do a dance to it. 

• Talk about who played tricks in this story.  Was it okay for them to do so?  Why? 

• Draw a picture of someone who played a trick and, then next to it, draw a picture 

of what happened next. 

• Would you tell a lie to save your life? 

• Why do you think the native people in this story might eat a turtle? Where do 

you get your food? 

• Do you think the children could really fool their father into thinking the rock 

was the turtle? Why or why not? 

• Paint designs on big rocks and use them as decorations – perhaps in your garden. 

• Look up how native tribal people lived.  How is their lives like going camping?  

Could you “live off the land?” 

• Read more about the Rainforests of the world. Draw pictures of the creatures 

that live there. 

• Write and act out a play of this story. 

• Read the Author’s note about turtles in stories. 

Connections:  Read The Great Kapok Tree and compare the creatures with the ones in 

the illustrations of this story. 

Read Stone Soup. 

 


