
Henry’s Map 

Read-Aloud Guide 

 

Henry’s Map is such a cute way to show young children about 

maps.  This story is probably best for use with kids in grades K-

3, although some older children might enjoy the story too. It is 

so much fun! 

Henry is an endearing character who likes his sty neat even 

though the rest of the farm seems to be a mess. He wonders how 

anyone will be able to find anything around the farm. Read to 

find out what he decides to do and if it works. 

 

So What? The reason that this story matters is because it shows kids how maps are 

made and used for practical purposes.  Children will learn “accidentally” and become 

smarter about finding their way around their world.  

 

Before-Reading:   Look at the cover – front and back – and talk about what you see. 

Then open the front cover and study the wonderful illustration of the farm.  Children 

can identify what they notice.  Do you think any of the animals would have a hard time 

finding their homes there?  Henry thinks the farm is messy. Read to find out if his idea 

helps. 

What do you know about a map?  Do you know the directions on a map? 

Can a pig and farm animals really talk? 

Why do think an author would write a book like this? 

 

Words to Talk About:  tidy, organized, sty, trotted, woolshed, beside, together, which 

animals graze, scribbly, bleated, squawked, whinnied, snorted, gasped 

Point out that “bleat” ends in a T so children won’t be confused that it sounds like the 

word, bleed. 

Notice the “own” sound in frown and crown. How is it different from, “I own a book?” 
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How is a meadow different from a garden? 

“eigh” sound in neighing and neighborhood 

What is the difference in how the word, “coop,” can be used – as a home for chickens 

and being cooped up? In what way are these words similar? 

The animals “dashed” down the hill.  What is a dash in writing? 

Compound Words:  himself, cupboard, outside, woolshed, upon, everything, behind, 

tiptoed 

 

During-Reading:  What do you think Henry will put on his map? 

What is kept in a woolshed?  Where does wool come from? 

Why are the animals so excited that they are on the map? 

How do the illustrations support the story? Which illustration is your favorite?  Why? 

What is your opinion of Henry’s map?  Can you draw it? 

 

After-Reading:  Draw a map of your bedroom, home, yard and/or neighborhood.  It 

would be fun to hide little notes around and have people follow the map to find them.  

They can all lead to a place where you have snacks ready (a scavenger hunt). 

What electronic devices help adults find their way now?  Do they ever use a map? 

Visit a farm or zoo and take notes about where the animals live.  Write a story about 

them. 

The phrase, “A place for everything and everything in its place,” is repeated throughout 

the story.  What does it mean?  Does it apply to you?  How neat is your room or your 

desk in school? 

Find out where wool comes from. Some nature centers have demonstrations of 

shearing sheep and turning wool into yarn. Check your local newspapers or do an 

Internet search. 

Plant a garden and plan out the rows by drawing a map. 

What is an oak tree? What falls off it in the Fall? 



The animals made various sounds (snorted, whinnied, gasped, etc). Can you act them 

out? 

 

Connections:  Read The Old Woman Who Lived in a Vinegar Bottle and have fun with the 

directions the fairy went each day.  

 

 

 

 


