
Don’t Need Friends 
Read-Aloud Guide 

 
 
 
 
Rat lives in a junkyard with his friend Possum - until Possum 
moves. Rat resigns himself to a life without friends. Then Dog 
moves in. Read to find out if these two unlikely animals can be 
friends. 

 
Reading Skills:  Character Traits, Sequence of Events, 

Problem and Solution, Cause and Effect 
 
So What?  This story matters because it shows children that making friends is easier 
than they might think. 
 
Words to Talk About:   
 

• What is a junkyard? 

• Grumbled, scurried, sneered 

• What is the difference between wonder and wander? 

• How is “barely” hear you different from being “bare?” What is a “bear?” 

• Over and under 

• What is a reflection? Where can we see a reflection? 

 

• Dawn.  When is dusk? 

• The moon became “fainter” at dawn.  What is the other meaning for faint? 

 

Before-Reading: 
 

• What do you know about rats and dogs? 

• Why is the title unusual by the word, “Don’t” (Need Friends)? 

• How do you make friends? 

• What do you think this story will be about? 

 



During-Reading (Hmm! I wonder …): 
 

• Where do you think Possum is going? 

• Why do you think Rat decided he didn’t want friends? 

• Do you think that Rat really wanted to go to the party?  How do you know? 

• Look at the illustration of Dog arriving in the junkyard. How would you 

describe him? 

• Do you think a Rat and a Dog could be friends? 

• How should Rat and Dog behave in their junkyard home? 

• Stop at the part when Rat finds the sandwich.  Make a prediction about what 

he will do next. 

• What does it tell you about Rat when he decides to share the sandwich with 

Dog? 

• Why do Rat and Dog “accidentally” start dropping food? Is it really an 

accident? 

• Was it a good idea for Rat and Dog to share the barrel on the cold days and 

night?  Why? 

• If you had a cold like Dog does, would you want to eat a sandwich?  What 

foods do you like when you are sick? 

• How do the illustrations support this story? 

 
After-Reading: 
 

• Organize a garage sale for unused or old toys.   

• Make an A-Z list of important facts and ideas from the story. 

• Write letters or e-mails to friends or relatives. Include a drawing. 

• Write a book or play and perform a play about animals who make friends. 

• Do some cooking or make your own special sandwich. 

• Get a ruler and measure out 1 foot. Measure things around the house. 

• Organize a party and write out invitations. 

 
Connections:  Little Beaver and the Echo, The Mouse and the Moon 


